collapse of socialist states in Eastern Europe starting in the late 1980s raised numerous academic debates on the framework for studies on North Korea, including insiders versus outsiders approaches and idiosyncrasy versus generality of the North Korean system. Such debates have served as the momentum to move one step up in quantitative and qualitative levels.
Until the mid-1960s, North Korean studies remained at the preliminary level of journalism or policyexpository level; they began to establish a more appropriate base of academic support only later. The creation of the National Unification Board in 1969 was the starting point for stimulating academic and political interests in studies on North Korea. The end of the Cold War to a certain degree relaxed ideological restrictions that had limited scholars academic freedom, thereby giving scholars a chance to carry out full-scale research on North Korean issues that had previously been taboo in South Korea (Ch oe 2003, 11) .
Research on North Korea did not begin because of an interest in specific areas of human life like the traditional disciplines (e.g., politics, sociology, economics, law), but rather due to political interests and needs in North Korea related to the divided peninsula. As a result, studies on North Korea in South Korea unlike most area studies have the general characteristics of area studies as well as musttheoretic ones or oughtness due to the distinct studies on a part of own-nation (Kang 1999, 13) .
Thus, studies on North Korea have a much shorter history and involve fewer researchers than other academic fields. However, considering the country s growth during the past 20 years, it is timely at this point to deliberate carefully upon its identity academically as serious deliberation will act as an important driving force for North Korean studies to self-generate as an organized academic discipline.
As part of an effort to redefine the identity of North Korean studies, after a brief explanation on the short history of the field, this study analyzes the research trends in Master s and Doctoral dissertations published in South Korea prior to 2008. The analysis verifies its multidisciplinary characteristics as an area studies, diversity of research areas and subjects, and quantitative and qualitative development; as such, effective management of the related department and systematic activities of relevant scholarly societies provide a new opportunity for systematically improving the quality of North Korean studies.
Although this study may not have incorporated illustrative research into the qualitative trends of North
Korean studies by analyzing a few representative works, it does provide a meaningful look at the current state of North Korean studies to those interested in the study of North Korea, particularly to English readers.
II. Development of North Korean Studies
Early studies on North Korea were primarily limited to political science, but improved North South relations and increased research interests in North Korean issues have demassified scholars majors. (Kim 2003, 193-215 Previous research on the trends in studies on North Korea all focused on ascertaining and reaffirming the variability in the research areas and subjects, whereas the current study does not. The understanding of the trends in this area has been developed quantitatively as well as qualitatively thus far and serves as the beginning point of this study. By providing a new opportunity to systematically improve the quality of studies on North Korea, this research attempts to ascertain its multidisciplinary characteristics as an area studies and then provide extended suggestions for turning this area of study into an academic discipline. This study provides a clue for promoting its academic position far beyond the differences of perspectives and views among scholars. It is expected that this would be one of underlying causes to ensure that experts use more analytical approaches and balanced perspectives in their research areas. 5) In the case of books including translations and compilations, the web search engine used was the National Assembly Library s (http://www.nanet.go.kr) digital library; title and keyword searches were used. Some books were eliminated from the search results, including data books (e.g., handbooks, statistics, glossaries, yearbooks, white papers, and regular reports), propaganda publications from government agencies and public corporations, travelogues, memoirs, conference proceedings, and commemorative collections. Search words used are the same as those in the dissertation case. 6) In the case of journal articles, web search engines used were the Korean Studies Information Service System (KISS) provided by Korean Studies Information Co., Ltd., available at http://search.koreanstudies.net, and DBpia provided by Nurimedia Co., Ltd., available at http://www.dbpia.co.kr; title and keyword search options were used. Some articles were eliminated from the search results, such as conference papers and posters, [research] series, book chapters, newsletter articles, data-books, and case-books. Search words used are the same as those in the dissertation case.
III. North Korean Studies as a Multidisciplinary Field

<Figure 1> Annual Research Growth in Studies on North Korea
A couple of matters are salient on the research fields of respective dissertations. What is especially noteworthy is that researches on inter-Korean relations had increased more than all the other research fields such as politics, economy, society, and culture especially for the period from the late 1990s to the early 2000s (see Figure 2 ). In particular, research subjects such as the issues on North Korean defection and on society among the research field of inter-Korean relations had proliferated from the early 2000s (see Figure 3 ). This is related to, and a mirror image of the changes in South North Korean relations due to the possibility of total breakdown in North Korea, the second nuclear crisis with the highlyenriched uranium (HEU) program, global concern about increasing North Korean defectors, North
Korean human right issues, and so on. Yonsei University, Dongguk University, Korea University, Seoul National University, and Kyung Hee
University have the greatest number of dissertations per institution, respectively. These five institutions account for 35.12 percent of the total number of dissertations (see Table 2 ). In regard to exclusively Within GSs in the five universities producing the most dissertations, dissertations in Departments of Political Science and Public Administration account for the greatest portions of the total (see Table 3 ).
However, the Department of North Korean Studies has more dissertations than Political Science in Dongguk University and more than Public Administration in Korea University. In Seoul National
University, the Department of Education produced the most. The Graduate School of Business produces the most within PGSs (except in Seoul National University) and within SGSs (except in Korea University). In regard to Doctoral dissertations only, the number of dissertations in the Department of Political Science is higher than any other department in the five universities producing the most dissertations. Politics and Policy at Kyonggi University. As a whole, although these main areas remain strong, research areas such as Korean language and literature, history, sociology, commerce and trade, physical education, social welfare, and psychology are being expanded.
Slight differences of the title given in the degrees occur based on the university, but they are closely related to majors. A degree in education can be awarded to students who majored and graduated from the Department of Education in a GS, SGS of Education, or a university of education (e.g., Korea
National University of Education); consequently, degrees in education account for 24 percent a significant portion (see Table 5 ). A degree in political science ranks second with 20.45 percent, followed by public administration with 18.95 percent, North Korean Studies with 7.68 percent, and economics with 3.76 percent. In Doctoral dissertations only, a degree in political science accounts for 39.45 percent of the total. To sum up, studies on North Korea as a multidisciplinary field have been developed as area studies within and among various disciplines. It is still concentrated in a handful of universities, graduate schools, departments, or professional institutions. However, the unequal distribution of a specific department and degree is of secondary importance given the difference of the academic and practical interests and importance of North Korean studies among the disciplines. The efforts to establish this area of study, which began with quantitative and qualitative growth of the research results, continue to accelerate with qualitative development of North Korean studies related to education and society.
IV. The Identity of North Korean Studies as an Academic Discipline
Most area studies are quasi-disciplinary forms because a multidisciplinary approach (i.e., an interdisciplinary approach in various independent academic disciplines) is a prerequisite for such research. 10) Area studies have been considered a fundamental component of comparative studies. 11) Since area studies is a part of social science, scientific theory and methodology are needed for academic endeavors. Thus, it is reasonable to expect researchers in area studies to have the experience to make proper use of theories, methodologies, and methods in their respective disciplines (Yi 2001, 7) .
Established disciplines like politics, economics, and sociology have developed theories and methodologies as core requisites in their degree programs. Some theories have the same name among the academic areas and both affect and are affected, although they differ from one another in substance.
Researchers in area studies have worked and developed theories and methodologies within a certain disciplinary field.
12) It is common that researchers seeking a Ph.D. in area studies have learned and received degrees in their existing disciplines. Therefore, the results achieved thus far in area studies are not from those who have endeavored in that purpose on a path of discovery for their own theory and methodology, but rather those who have applied them from their particular discipline as occasion demands.
Nothing much in theory and methodology has been formed or developed in studies on North Korea itself. The fact that most graduate students in newly founded graduate programs as well as special or professional graduate schools since the mid 1990s have been those who majored in political science, public administration, or economics in undergraduate programs makes it difficult to say that North Korean studies is an independent field at the academic level. Consequently, North Korean studies in social science use various multidisciplinary approaches and have fallen under the quasi-disciplinary category until now.
The relationship among academic disciplines is expressed as an interdisciplinary relationship. The term interdisciplinary is used to describe studies that use methods and insights from more than two 10) Debates have consistently focused on the current situation, problems, and identity of area studies in South Korea, led by the International Association of Area Studies (IAAS, International Area Studies Review), the Korean Association of Area Studies (KAAS, Korean Journal of Area Studies), and others. The problems of theory, methodology, and identity impact North Korean studies. 11) Basically, area studies focus on analyzing what, while comparative studies focus on how to analyze (Zahariadis 1997, 3-4) . 12) To learn about the politics in a nation or region, researchers in political science have to seek to master its history, languages, economy, etc., as well. Within social sciences, researchers in area studies are multidisciplinary, especially in political science (Bates 1997, 166) .
disciplines or traditional fields of study, so that scholars who have various theoretical and methodological backgrounds can research various issues together. As they are linked to each other based on their interdisciplinary approach, one necessarily borrows concepts, theories, and methodologies from another. Thus, particular theories have far-reaching academic effects on many disciplines; furthermore, other disciplines adapt them with related concepts and methodology, thereby further advancing them (Yi 2001, 13, 19) .
Unintended side effects of interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary approaches include Campbell s
Leonardesque aspiration, which refers to the goal of creating current Leonardos who are competent in all sciences (Campbell 2009, 329-30) . 13) A scholar generally sticks to the research subject, methodology, and theory exclusively within his or her own discipline background and draws a sharp dividing line with other disciplines. Thus, an interdisciplinary research can bring about a less contributive result by paying no attention to or not considering the theory and method in the specific discipline. In addition, by using the inversed situation, that researcher is engrossed in other disciplines and ignores his or her own, and less professional results according to his or her discipline standards can be produced (Yi 2001, 22 ).
Various interdisciplinary approaches are possible or required, especially in social science, because disciplines are piled up one on another, creating doubleness or superimposition. Thus, the more diversified the research topics are in certain academic disciplines, the more overlapped the theories, methods, and subjects are with other disciplines. The fact that this doubleness is being intensified means, inversely, that it can hardly be said that the discipline even an established academic one is completely independent. Furthermore, existing disciplines are not the results of systemic and logical deliberations, but of political and social processes (i.e., politicization and socialization ), especially within the bureaucratically organized educational system of universities. Gownsmen in universities have promoted institutionalization and routinization (Wax 2009, 79-82) of the academic disciplines in the social science field into mutually exclusive and exhaustive ones.
How has this affected North Korean studies? The enrichment of the depth and breadth of the research is evident in studies on North Korea, too. The quantitative and qualitative growth of studies on North Korea has facilitated scholars approach to research in a more inter-and multidisciplinary approach and led research to be more professionally comprehensive. Thus, it is time to firmly establish this area s identity and the disciplinary position of North Korean Studies, which already exist in some undergraduate and graduate programs, as one academic discipline. Expanding research areas and subjects have solidified the position of political economy, political sociology, and political psychology disciplines accepted in some Western universities just as politics, economics, sociology, and 13) In this sense, an expert in North Korean politics or an expert in North Korean economy is the proper name rather than an expert in North Korea.
psychology were once independent academic disciplines.
V. Conclusion: Perspectives on Consolidation of Identity
The diversity of research areas and subjects, the quantitative and qualitative expansion of academic results, the systematic training of experts on North Korean issues, and the invigoration of the relevant is done institutionally at the university and government levels. This is why a debate on the identity of North Korean studies should not take place at an abstract academic level only, as the study itself is institutionalized while being strongly influenced by the educational system and professional interests.
Most research on the current status and problems of area studies in South Korea emphasize the necessity to recruit human resources, find financial resources, establish academic and educational environments, etc. (Yi and Kwo n 1998; Yi 2000, 1-21; Cho n 2002, 29-53; and Kim 2006, 5-25) . North Korean studies share such problems with area studies. Thus, problems facing North Korean studies, tasks to ensure such studies are rooted in an independent discipline, as well as maintaining a firm identity could be reviewed from three aspects.
First, in a policy aspect, the vitalization and expansion of support for North Korean studies at the government level is needed. Studies of North Korea originate from the particularity of the divided Korean peninsula; as such, they must be developed by addressing political needs. Although the Cold War has ended, North Korean studies quantity and quality were influenced by the deadlock and conflict or progress of relationship between the two Koreas. Thus, to guarantee consistent quantity and quality, as 14) For more information about the educational institutions, research institutes, and scholarly associations and journals, see Lim et al. (2009, 245-62 the curriculum is nominal not only because it is operated to reflect students interests according to current trends, but also because the programs lack the human resources necessary for teaching. Thus, developing a practical and substantial curriculum as well as material and human resources for effective operation requires support at the university level.
Finally, in an academic aspect, revitalization of the research in more diverse areas based on academic needs at an academic level is needed. As evident in existing disciplines, diverse theories and methodologies above all else should be developed and revitalized for developing North Korean studies.
As theories and methodologies are developed through cooperation with the philosophy of science, they will be closely linked to academic curiosity, thereby generating academic interest and desire. Thus, research not only for practical purposes, but also for academic needs should be actively conducted by academics; these efforts can be maximized with appropriate support in the political and educational aspects mentioned above.
As shown in the expression of whether area studies is academic studies and studies on the area are policy-oriented studies whether area studies is used for department name and studies on the area are used for interdisciplinary programs (Cho n 2002, 37), the issue of area studies identity is also valid to North Korean studies. It is important for North Korean studies to have a solid position as a completely independent discipline. Furthermore, efforts to resolve different perceptions of the studies of North Korea or reduce perception gaps in the area s identity among scholars are vital.
It is accepted that without vigorous qualitative analysis of the research it is difficult to understand the trends and the meaningfulness of the work that has taken place thus far. However, it is hoped that both 15) This is based on data from their homepages and academic information sites. 
